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CDMAT CORE GROUP MEETING MINUTES 

Date: 28 May 2021 Time: 16 and 1800 Cambodian time Location: Skype Meeting 
 
Members and attendees 

Name Affiliation Title Status 
Lina Saem Stoey AHC Member Present  
Pheaktra Ngoun AHC Member Present 
Klaus Baesel GIZ Member Present 
Lisa Yunker Children in Families Member Present 
Jessica Whitney Safe Haven Member Present 
Lori Baxter Consultant Member Present 
Rachana Khoeun Khann AHC Member Present 
Rany Khut  AHC Member Absent 
Sothy Tan AHC Member Absent 
Pheary Luy Safe Haven Member Present 
Virak Seng Consultant Member Absent 

 

Introduction 

Lina, Pheary and Rachana met separately as they could not make the 6 pm meeting when the 
Core Group met. Thanks to Lori and the members in Cambodia for accommodating those in 
Europe with the meeting’s odd hours. Lina presented the agenda and the slides (enclosed). Lina 
took minutes 

Activities and contacts since May 2020 

• USAID IECD projects  
o AHC has contracted with RTI, who received the USAID IECD grant, for 3 training 

sessions (4 attendees per session). Before the corona lockdown in the region, AHC 
(Sethy, Rany, Pheaktra and Rachana) provided the first session. The following 2 
sessions are scheduled for 2-4 June and 8-9 June 2021.  
 

o SH has also contracted with RTI to provide training and other collaborative activities 
for at least the next 2 years. Jess reported that the SH budget had been approved. 

 
• The University of Massachusetts.  

o Lina met with 2 graduate students from Uni Mass via Skype. She provided 
introduction information on cDMAT with a focus on CB-DMAT.  
 

o The 1½ hours meeting was taped.  
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• Change in CB-DMAT.  
o During the training session for RTI staff, Pheaktra realised that a few items on the 

CB-DMAT age group did not include all 4 domains. Lina worked with Pheaktra and 
reminded him that it was, at ‘that’ time, Piet wanted all items to be those of 100%. 
Pheaktra and Lina agreed that it would be ok to pick milestones that are 99% pass 
as long as we have one from each domain for each age group. Please refer to the 
slides attached to see those items that were changed. Virak and Pheaktra worked 
hard on making the changes in both English and Khmer versions. Both updated 
versions are updated onto www.cdmat.org. 
 

o Post-meeting: Klaus recall that the CB-DMAT would cover all 4 domains across the 
age groups and that Piet wanted all items to be of those of 100%. We had in mind a 
wide application in the health system, i.e. even a 1% difference would make a 
substantial different in absolute case numbers, certainly overwhelming the public 
system. Also, there were further considerations, e.g. feasibility of the milestone 
assessment, not all age groups are equally covered by each of the 4 domains. 

 

Translation of stimulation guide: 

• Jess and Pheaktra confirmed that the translation had been completed in early 2021 (before 
the deadline they set for themselves – which was by Khmer New Year). The only pending 
activity is formatting. 
 

• Jess confirmed that the payment to Piet for his work in the partial translation was paid upon 
invoice received.  

 
• The Core Group has commissioned (funded by Lina) the drawings from the stimulation 

guidelines to be redrawn. Through SH, we have contracted with an artist named Rida Srun 
from Phnom Penh. Lina and Jess met him via Skype to discuss the tasks. He is contracted 
to illustrate 240 drawings and agreed to deliver them by the end of June 2021. Once SH 
received these drawings, Jess will finish the formatting. THANKS, Jess!  

 
Experience from the ground: 

Lina met up with Pheary and Rachana before the meeting to hear, share and discuss their 
experiences working with the cDMAT.  

• Lina shared these experiences with the members: 
o Rachana felt that the attendees at the USAID RTI training session showed a quick 

understanding of cDMAT 
o Pheary mentioned that it takes up to 45 minutes (at times) to complete cDMAT 
o PTs mainly use the cDMAT at AHC 
o The cDMAT is used on all new kids and as a follow-up on existing kids at SH 
o AHC and SH wants to share and compare what’s in their toolkit 

http://www.cdmat.org/
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o Pheary will join the USAID RTI training on Jun 8-10 
o Pheary discussed with Rachana some wording difference between English vs Khmer 

versions – Rachana: minor differences; no need to change the current versions 
o Pheary and Rachana to establish communication for when Pheary has a question on 

milestone assessment 
 

• Lina suggested the Core Group host a workshop between SH (6 interventionists) and AHC 
(2 PTs and 2 MDs) at the next meeting in December 2021. The members agreed that the 
workshop would give the ‘people’ on the ground the opportunity to share their experiences 
using the cDMAT/CB-DMAT. Lisa added that the workshop would allow the Group to 
establish a good cohort and to agree on the standard.  

 
• Pheary and Rachana will meet to share what’s in their toolkits. Lisa mentioned that the 

Malawi group (e.g., Dr Gladstone’s group) has published a list of the everyday items used 
during the MDAT assessment. cDMAT also provides a very specific list of items needed for 
the toolkit, and each organization who uses it gathers their own materials. 

 

Other updates from members: 

• OSCAR. Lisa updated on the OSCar programme. She mentioned that it had been a slow 
start. CIF has submitted a proposal to USAID to integrate cDMAT.  Lisa asked if any 
members would object to CIF integrating the cDMAT in OSCAR with other platforms with 
USAID. All members endorse the move.  

 
• HI. Lori updated on her involvement and working with the global staff at HI. She reported 

that HI has incorporated the MDAT (Malawi) and that the cDMAT came up during their 
discussion. 

 
• Video. Jess reported that Pheary and her husband have started making videos of her child 

demonstrating and performing the cDMAT milestones. They have filmed ‘almost all’ items. 
The members thought it was a great initiative. Lina agreed but voice concern over the 
legality of consent if any. Lina proposed, and the members decided to consider purchasing 
the videos. She will start looking for funds. Lisa suggested that if/when the Group owns the 
video, it can be uploaded onto www.cdmat.org. Special access can be created to know and 
control where, who and how these videos would be used.  

 

Future activities and projects for the rest of 2021 

• Continues work with IECD and USAID projects (CIF, AHC and SH) 
• Completion formatting the translated Family Stimulation Guide (SH) 
• Recruit more members (Lina). It was suggested that Channy from RTI and Sambath from 

NPH be invited to join the Core Group. 
 

News about www.cdmat.org  

• Uploaded updated CB-DMAT versions 
 

http://www.cdmat.org/
http://www.cdmat.org/
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Next meeting: 

• Lina has booked a flight to SR in December. It is planned for Dec 6 or 7, 2021, in Siem 
Reap! 
 

Action: 

• Lina will finalise the minutes and send them for website uploading by Virak. 
• Lina will set up a workshop between SH and AHC staff in December 2021. 
• Pheaktra will contact Channy from RTI and ask if he wants to join the Core Group.  
• Lina will contact Sambath from NPH to ask if he wants to join the Core Group. 
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